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Speedily to prepare to meet him in the way 
of his Judgments ( and the rather becauſe of his 
late and wonderful appearances in Mercy) and that 
eſpecially by reforming our ways, if happily he may 
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lo great and neceſlary a work. R 
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the Nations Weal. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE ſeaſonable and ſovereign connſels here fol- 
lollewing , being the Counſels of the great God, 
though handed by a weak and unworthy inſtru- 
ment ;, It is earneſtly deſired, they may not be rejeft- 
ed yet our ſelves, nor our own and the Nations 
weal;, but diligently =_ ſeriouſly conſidered, 
and above all conſcientiouſly and ſpeedily prattiſed ; 4, otherwiſe, 
the meer knowing our Meſhrs will, unleſs withall we do it, will but 

ravate Onr Fe, and increaſe our ſtripes, Luk. 12, 47 But if 
we know theſe things and do them , then happy ſhall we be, and 
bappy ſpall it be for the-Nation, and peace thall be upon us, and 
mercy, tc. there being nothing that has a fairer tendency there- 
unto, than what the Lord himſelf here propounds. 'eAnd ſhall our 
enemies be ſo atlive and induſtriou, and do ſo much as to our 
deſtruttion, and we do nathing as to our ſalvation}, eſpecially as 
to that which #s the main and chief of all, and which, unleſs we do 
ſomething «s in reference to, all elſe we do will ſignifie little? Shall 
our deſtruttion be dearer to them, than our ſalvation i to our 
ſelves ? and whiles we cry out and complain of their miſchievons a8- 
ings againſt us, as we have cauſe, ſhall we by negleft of what now 
God 3n a ſpecial manner calls us to, contribute more to the ſucceſs 
of them, than they by all their power and policy are able to do 
themſelves? God forbid, and the rather let us be awakened to 
what here in the enſuing diſcourſe is ſo much preſſed and urged, 
not only by our own preſent dangers yet at home, but by the preſer:t 
ſad an1 deplorable ſlate and condition of the Proteſtant C hurckes 
almoſt every where abroad, which unleſs we ſpeedily repent and turn 
to God, ſpeak, very ſadly as to us, and more cſpeciallyrbythoſe ſore 
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and 


ard heavy things which have a-late befallen New-England , nor 
only in regard of the Sword and cther mortalities both formerly and 
a-late, but alſo in. regard. of: the lamentable Fere, which. after all 
their other ſufferings hath broken forth there a-late, and that at 
Boſton the chief Town and Metropoluof that Colony , by which 
have been burned down to the ground abave Three hunared and thirty 
houſes, and near Thirty Ships and Veſſels burnt alſo, and many 
of their Store-bouſes from which their Ships mere freighted, which 
for want of their freight are there detain'd. It was the ſaying of 
4 worthy Divine there, before this fire, writing the Hiſtory of the 
VVats, If this, ſays he, Ve done TE Immanuels Land, ' what ma 

other Lands expett ere long ? and what ( ſays he) bath befallen 
New England? # it not a ſegn the wine-cup of Divine fury ſhall be 
given to all the Nations, &c } And verily ( ſays'he ) T am per- 
ſwaded that the calamity that F now come fon New 74h = why i5 4 
ſolemn warning from Heaven, that diſmhal things are haſtmng upon 
the' Engliſh Nation, and not only fo, but pon the whole world. There 
are indeed gloriou things net far of, but before diſtreſs of Nations, 
&c. and hath not Gods anger appeared againſt us a-late in thoſe 
exceſſive rains, ſad inundations, ſtrange Rafors and ſudden and 
"great mortalities whith have been a-late, many, and ſome very uſe- 
ful perſons being ſuddenly taken away ? And have we not had a-late 
two ſuch increaſesof the weekly Bills of mortallity, as ſcarce have 
been known the like, out of the. time of the Plague, and eſpeciall 

at thu time of oy Jo's occaſioned much, as is ſuppoſed, by thoſe 
long continued uswholeſom Fogs and Miſts we have had a-late? Two 
hundred and thirteen one wetks increaſe, and the next Two hundred 
twenty three", in all, one week 54.1, the other 754: but bleſſed be 
Ged for the great decreaſe which hath been! ſince contrary to our 
derrerits : And-let all know, beth what God has dont, and ic yet 
doing abroad, as alſo what he has done a-late at home , let all at 
ler7th warn us, and awaken us to the preſert great incumbent dut 

hcre called to, wiz. 10 meet God in the way of his Judgments ; 
«nd the rather, becauſe of thoſe glorious, wondrr ul, aud moſt un- 
defer ud appearances of bis, for us a late, both in detetling iand 
ar feating the. bel i unheard of plets and COntY8Vances of our ene- 
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THE 


| Lords Voice 
ENGLAND; 


Speedily to prepare to meet him in the 
way of his Judgments, &c. 


IN 


AMOS IV. 12, 13, 


Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Tſrael;, and becauſe 1 will 
do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God,. O Iſrael. 

Fer lo he that formcth the mountains, aud createth the wind, and 
aeclareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh the morning 
darkneſs, and treadeth* upon the high places of the earth, the 
Lord the Gedof hoſts is his name. 


Aving treated larglier of theſe words formerly, wa- 
ving all collateral points at preſent, the only point, 
for brevity ſake, Which as to my preſent purpoſe 1 
t all atpreſent fpeak to, is this : That 


I>oArine, YYken God us in the way of his judgments, it is his 
peeples great duty arid concern for to meet bim: as he here admo- 
nilhes 1/raeh, - God 


(6 ] 
' God had inflited ſeveral judgments vpon them, but they 
- Not returning unto him , he threatens ſtill to go on in that 
way , yea to deal feverclier with them than ever 5 Therefore 
. tkus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael ;, and becauſe he would do fo, 
that which he invites them to, 1s to meet him, if poſſibly yet to 
. prevent what he had thrceatned ;, ard to back this, he adds a 
moſt gloricus and magnificent deſcription of his Infinite Power, 
Majeſty and Greatneſs, for lo be that . formeth the monutains, Qc, 
that fo ſeeing therewas no poſſibility of reſiſtance, they might 
be brought to a compliance, and feek fo to meet him, as to ap- 
peaſe ard pacific bim. See the like, 1/a. 27. 4, 5, ——Who 
werld ſet the bryars ard thorns againſt me in battel? I would go 
through them, ] would burn them tegether : Or let him (i.e. or 
rather let him) as his ſafer and wiler courſe, rake hold of my 
frength, i. e. of my Grace as his ſtrength and ſufficiency to-to 
great a work : or of my Chriſt, aad my Grace and Mercy in 
and through him; Thar he may make peace with me, and he (hall 
make peace withme And O what mercy, kindnels and gracious 
condefcention is this in the great God, that whereas he might 
trample upon linners, he ſhould thus kindly treat them and ad- 
viſe them! So Hoſea 14. 1,2, O 1ſrael, return unto the Lord thy 
God, for thou baſt fallen by thine iniquity; T akg with you words, 
and turn to the Lord; ſay unto him, 4 away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly, &c. And this the Lord counts upon, Ho. 
5+. I5, In their Million they will ſeek me early. And If. 26. g, 
When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 
will learn rightecuſneſs. And thus others have met God, thus 
Moſes met Ged, Pſal. 106. 23. And Samuel and all Iſrael, 
1 S:m. 7. 5, 6. Fchoſbaphat and all Judah, 2 Chron. 20. z, G&c. 
Yea, The King and people of Niniveh, Jonah 3. 5, &c. And 
Ged being wrath, and his wrath being to dreadful, Pal. go, 7, 
11,—76, 7, &c. ſurely we ſhould all labour to appcale it : 
And our great work and bufinefs 1t is indeed, at fuch a time, 
with God, he being the great Agent and Efficient in all judg- 
ments felt cr feared, inflited or menaced. Ila 45.7, 1 form 
the light and create darkrefs, I make peace and create evil, &c, 
and therefore to him it is that we are chiefly to have recourte, 
avd apply cur felves : As when Abſoloms ſervants hd ſet Foabs 
barley on fire, he goes not to the Servants, but to Abſolom ;, {ſg 
eAbigail to David; Benhadad's ſervants tothe King of Iſrael, 
; they 


TS 

They of Tire and Sidon to Hered;, and fo ſhould we to God ; 
whom if we can but {o meet, as to appeaſe and pacific, our work 
is done: for sf God be for s, who then can be againſt w? and 
if be giveth quietne/s, who then can make trouble? Rom. 8. z1, 
34» Job 29 Tranquillus Deus tranquillat omnia, There are 
ſeveral hot diſputes and controverſies at this day among our 
ſelves 3 but ſurely it is the great concern now of us all, jointly 
and unanimouſly, to get that controverſie taken up that God 
has with us, and to make our peace with himy which unleſs we 
do, what can we expeQt but that God ſhould go on to do as 
he hath ſaid, Ezek- 22. 30, 31, And I ſought for a man among 
them that ſhould makes up the hedge, and ſtand in the gap before me 
for the land, that 1 ſhould not deſtroy it : but 1 found tone. Thore- 
fore bave 1 poured out my indignation upon them , 1 have conſumed 
them with the fire of my wrath, &c. But now the great queſtion 
will be, how weare to meer God in the way of his judgments ? 
More generally, we are ſo to meet him,as we may beſt appeaſe and 
pacifie himy, which is humbly and penitentially to fall down at his 
feet, and ſupplicate grace and mercy from him, that we may find 
favour in bu eyes, grace in his ſight, and we will be bis ſervants ;, 
is to meet him, as Facob met Eſau, Gen. 3. 3+ eAbigadil, Da- 
vid, 1 Sam. 25+ 23, 24. Benhadad's ſervants, the King of 
Hracl, 1 Kings 20. 31- The Prodigal Son his Father, Lake 15. 
17, &c. 

More particularly, how we are to meet God in the way of his 
_ | ſhall for brevity ſake gather together, and ſum up 
1a theſe Three particulars. 

I. With preparation, Prepare to meet thy Gol, &c. A pro- 
voked incenſed God is not to be met at an adventure, hand over 
head, &c. eſpecially he being ſo great a God, he forms the moun- 
reins, &c. and it being fo great a work to meet him, and meet 
him aright, 5-e: ſo as to appeaſe him, we muſt be habitually pre- 
pared, by getting out of that eſtate in which we are all now by 
nature, for that is no eſtate to meet a provoked, incenſed God 
in, &c. and that we may be aQually prepared, we are to ger 
upon our hearts a ſenſe of Gods greatneſs, and to be affeted 
with his Judgments z, and conſidering what to do, fet our ſelves 
ſeriouſly todo it, laying aſide our weapons, I mean our fins, and 
ſeeking withal to God himlelf to prepare us, 
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2, Byprayers and ſupplications ;, as Moſes often did,- and others 
have done : And our Prayers, that they may be prevalent, muſt 
be, 1. Sincere and in truth, Heb. 10, 22.--Plal. 145. 18.5, e. we 
muſt pray indeed, and not only ſeem to pray  'and our inward 
diſpoſition muſt anſiver our outward expreſſions, and we muſt 
proſecute what we pray for, pray on our feet as well as on our 
knees, and not let our pratiles confute our prayers, 

2 Humble; fuch as Abrahams, when he made interceſſion ſor 
Sodom ——- who am | {aid he) bat duſt and aſhes, Gen. 18, 27. 
as Facobs, I am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, &e, 32, 
10 as Danie[s,. with faſting, ſacktloth and aſh#s, Dan. 9. 3. we 
mult affiift our ſelves before rhe Lord, as Fxta. 8. 21, Joel. 2.15. 
Jonah. 3. 5,6. They mult be the Prayers of ſuch as kow the plague 
of thetr own hearts, 1 Kings 8. 38. and they are always humble, 
and the Lord hears the deſire of the bumble, Pſal. ro. 17. . | 

3- Holy, of fiich as abandon fin, and regard/ not iniquity 5n 
ft; eir hearts, (or God wi'l never be a prayer-regarding God, to a 
{in regarding ſinner, P/al. 66. 18, Fohng. 31. -2 Tim 2 8, &c. 

4. In Faith ;, with comfortable aftiance in Gods bounty, of be- 
ing heard, with high thoughts of God and. his govdneſs, 
though with low and mean thoughts of our ſelves, Zames 1: 6; 
Heb. 11. 6, 64, ge offi 

5. Fervent ;, 'We muſt not only pray, but cry, yeacry wighti- 
ly, lift up a prayer, wreſtle and ſtrive in prayer, weep and make 
ſapplication, prels and urge our prayers, with argument: upon ar- 
gumentz our prayers muſt be {uch as fet the whole man a work, 
heart a work, ati«ions a work, all the graces a work; and ſuch 
2s are not {o much the labour of the lips, - as the travel of the 
heart: we muſt tir up cur ſelves to take hold of God, of the want 
of which, the Prophet complains, lla 64.7, There #& hone: that 
fi reth np himſelf to take ho'd of thee , 4. e, either to ſtay thee 
frem coming on in thy Judgments, or that thou depart not, 
which is indeed the very-fum of a-peoples miſery, for God to 
Cepart from them, in regard of his ſpecial and gracious preſence, 
Hoſ.g. 12, Thus we muſt pray, and prav with all our-might, 
pear out 4 prayer, "and pour out our hearts un prayer, Iſa. 26, 16. 
+11. 62 8, Gine our ſelves unto prayer, Plal- 109. 4, We muſt 
put forth our {elves to the utmoſt, with all vigour, life and aQi- 
vity , and thit chiefly for ſpiritual mercies , for Gods Favour, 
Grac2 Pardon, Prace, that he maybe reconciled to us, and ar 

peace 
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peace with us: Tarn w again, and cauſe his face to ſhine, #nd 
ſo ſave ws, turn us from our iniquities, and ſo bleſs us ; take away 
all iniquity, and receive ws gracionſly ;, heal our back. ſlidings, and 
love us freely, Plal. 80. 3,7, 19. Atts z- 26. Hol. 14. 2,4. So, 
for the continuance of the Goſpel, and the tokens of his pre- 
ſence, &c, And when we thus axk what is beſt, we pleaſe God 
beſt 


6. Our Prayers muſt be preferr'd in Chriſts name, and 'we muſt 

ask what we ask for hi; fake, and upon his account, drawing 
our incouragement in prayer from him, and laying the whole 
ſtreſs of our hopes of audience and acceptance upon him, and him 
alone, and his merits, mediation and fatisfation, and that irfter- 
eſt which ke hath in Heaven with the Father ; thus we muſt meet 
God in and with a Mediator, even that one and only medsator 
between God and man, the man Chriſt Fefus : We muſt take him 
along with-us, and tender him, and plead his merits, mediation 
and fatisfaRion, .it being he whom God bath made for us #2 things 
pertaining to him, 5. e. to be done with him; and this is a man 
thing to be done, God being provoked and incenſed, in and 
—_— him, to get him appealed. And then, 
+ 7- They muſt be perſeutrmpy We muſt reſolve to hold on and 
hold out in our Prayers, and not faint till ſomething cone of 
them, and that we prevail: we muſt fay as Facob of old, Wr wil 
not let thee go except thou bleſs us. And for Zions ſaks; we will 
not hold our peace, nor. for Jeruſalem ſake be quiet, till the righ» 
teonſneſs thertof go forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof 
4s 4 lamp that burneth, &c. Gen. 32. 26. Iſa. 62. 1, 6,7, And 
we never pleaſe God better, nor give him- more reſt, than when 
in this ſenſe we give him leaſt, oc. | 

Ill. By ere repentance and converſion; by repentance for ſin, 
and from ſin by deep humiliation aud unfeigned reformation, 
with changed hearts, reformed lives, and by atnending our ways: 
and true evangelical repentance does ariſe and flow from faith in 
Chriſt, as an effe&t and fruit thereof. As 11. 21, itis ſaid, 4 
great number believed, and turned to the Lord ;, but an unbelie- 
ving heart is ever an hard and impenitent heart; and now by 
ſuch a repentance and converſion, we are in a ſpecial manner to 
meet God, and this is that which is here mainly intended, prepare 
ro meet thy God, $5.e. in aſpecial manner, by true repentance and 


ſound converſion, by turning to him; and this is that which is 
B every 
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every where in Scripture ſo. much preſſedand urged, and that we 
are ſo often and-earneſtly call'd and'invited tp, Joel 2.12, There- 
fore alſo now, ſays the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart. 
And Holea 14.1, O Iſrael return unte the Lord thy God, &c. 
Ila. 55.7, Let the wicked forſake bis way, and the unrighteous 
man hu thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, &c. Ita. 1:16, 
Waſh ye, make you clean , put away the evil of your doings, &c; 
And to very often etfewhere, and ark x elſe we-may pretend 
to meet God, unleſs we.thus meet him, it will ſignifie little, nei- 
ther will it avail; ſo as to-put a ſtop to Gods judiciary proceed- 
ings, and therefore this mult not be wanting. If, fays God, my 
people which are called by my name ſhall humble themſelves and pray 
and ſeek. my face, and then, withal, turn from - their wicked ways, 
then-will I bear from heaven; and will forgive their fin, and will 
heal their land,2 Chron. 9-14. And if ye throughly amend your ways 
your and doings,&c. Jer.” 5. And here fear we ſtick and fall ſhort, 
as t0 a true, hearty, thorow univerſal 'turning to God, and re- 
forming our ways, which is one of the ſaddeſt prefages amongſt 
us, and which we have cauſe to look-upon, ascontributing more 
to our enemies effeing what they cruelly and wickedly defign 
againſt us, than all their power and policy ; for The Lords hand 
i net ſhortned that it cannot /ave, neither is his ear heavy that it 
ognuor hear}, but'our fins and*iniquities lie in the way, and they 
ſeparate between us and him, 1/a.'59: 1, 2-: But were they but: 
removed, the very gates of hellcould never prevail againſt us : But 
Therefore the anger of the Lord us not turned away, but his hand is 
ſtretched-ont ſtill, becauſe we turn not-to him that ſmites us, &c. 
And, therefore-the Lord: threatens 70 cat of bead and tail, branch 
and ruſh in ene day, Iſa. 9. 12, 13,14» So that if England be- 
deftroyed, the deſtrution thereof will lye'at our own doors, 
becauſe of our impenitency, and our till refufing to turn to God 
and it.will be ſaid to England, as to Iſrael of old, Thou haſt de- 
ftreyed thy ſelf, &c. Hoſea 13- &: and asto thy ruine, thou haſt 
more caule to blame thine own impenitency than all thine-ene- 
'mies ,; Malice and cruelty. And therefore as ever we would 
meet God to purpoſe, and do any thing indeed, as to the ſaving 
of a poor ſinful ſinking dying nation, let us be fure we do ſome- 
thing as to this, or we do nothing... We are ready indeed to be- 
——_ Rill at ſomething or other that we think may yet give- 
fome probable grounds that. things may be better with us, and* 
we 


i 
we may yet be ſaved; but without this we do but catch at ſha- 
dows, and lean on bruiſed reeJs, which will go into our hands 
and pierce us: but could we but lee any thing as to this, as to a 
thorow amendment and reformation , and that we our ſelves 
were but better, things would quickly mend and be better, 
and we ſhould be in a fair and ſure way of being ſaved. And 
therefore let us at length in the ſtrength of Chrz/?, and imploring 
Divine help, refolvedly fet upon this, and ( as our great intereſt 
and concern ) invite one another to this. Come let us return 
awnto the Lord, &c. Hol. 6. 1, and break off our ſins by repentance, 
that they be no longer a ſnare to us, nor bring final ruine upon 
us 3 Oh! theſe, theſe are our worſt enemies, our fins, theſe are 
the Achans that trouble our 1ſrael, that trouble all, Church and 
State, Heaven and Earth, that God himſelf complains he is 
preſſed under, and broken with, Amos 2. 1;., Ezek. 6.9. thele 
are the workers of all our woe, the begetters and fomenters of 
all our miſery, that cauſe our troublefom days ; for had it not 
been for ſm, there had never been bad day nor fad 'hour in the 
world ; but that entring in, that opened the door, and made 
way for all the miferies and miſchiefs that ever came into the 
world ſince. And O the fad and diſmal miſeries and calamities 
that ſin is bringing upon this Nation, if ſpeedy repentance, and 
Gods infinite mercy does not prevent, ſuch as the very thoughts 
of may make even our ears to tingle, and our hearts to bleed 
within us. England has been indeed the miracle of the World, 
for long-continued mercies; but may we not fear that for the 
crying fins thereof, he is now about to make it ſo, for overwhelm- 
ing miſeries and calamities ? Methinks I hear the Lord ſpeaking 
concerning England, as ſometimes concerning 1/rael, Ezek. 7.23, 
24,25, 26, Make a Chain, for the land is full of bloody crimes, 
the city is full of violence,-- wherefore I will bring the worſt of the 
heathen, and they ſhall poſſeſs their bouſes ;, I will alſo make rhe 
pomp of the ſtrong ro ceaſe, and their holy places ſhall be defiled. 
Deſtruttion cometh, and they ſhall ſeek peace, and there ſhall be 
none, Miſchief ſhall come upon miſchief, and rumor ſhall be upox 
rumour, &c. And therefore as ever we would prevent the 
falling down of that bloody cloud that hangs over our heads, 
let us at length be prevailed with , looking up to Heaven for 
Help, to frame our doings to turn unto the Lord, and abandon 
B 2 Cur 
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our (ins, and get our hearts dilingaged from the love and power 
of them, and ceaſe to go on any longer in the praiſe of them. 
Let us fay with Ephraim, what bave we any more to dowith you ? 
Hof. 14. 8. we have had too much to do with you already, 
which threaten to undo all; and therefore let us caſt them 
away with abhorrency and indignation, and ſay, ger ye bepcc, 
for unleſs they be gotten away, all will away, all good, God 
will away, the Gotpel will away, our peace and our mercies 
will away, and nothing but mileries and diſtreſſes will. abide 
wath us. 

Thus as we are to t»eet God in the way of his judgments, fo 1 
have briefly ſhewn you how we are to meet him ; But how fad 
is it ts conſider how many there be amongſt us, who are fo far 
from meeting God thus, in the way of his judgments, that they 
lcarce ever mind or regard him? yea, fo far are many from 
meeting. kim fo-as. to appeaſe him, that they go on ſtill by their 
fins rather more and more t@ provoke him;, and inſtead of 
helping: te-quench the fire of Gods wrath which their ſins have 
kindled,. they rather add more fuel thereto, But what enemies 
are theſe, not only to themfelves, but others, to Church and 
State, to King and Kingdom ? for theſe take the ready courſe 
te-undo all; as Serwel told that people, 1:Sam. i2 23, But if 
ye Sill da mickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed both ye and. your king. 
And thoſe that will not thus meet God as he requires them, 
God will certainly meet them, and that with a witneſs, in a ſad 
manner indeed, ot ( as he lays) 4s 4 man, Ia. 47. ;. i.e. as 
a weak man, but as an Atmighty God. And. Car thine heart 
{ ſays God ) indure, or thine hands be ſtrong in the days that I 
fbnll. deal with thie? | zck. 22.14. Or, not 4s 4 man, that is, 
net alter-the manner of men, with the clemency and compaſſi- 
ens of a man, but as a Revengeful God or, not us a man, 5. e. 
but as ſome devouring Beaſt, as the Loxd threatens, Hot. 13, 8, 
1 will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whe!ps, and will 
rent the caul. of their heart, and there-mill I devour them like a 
lyon, Ge. 

Bat whatever others do, let ſuci of usat leat as profeſs our. 
ſelves to b2 the people of God, and are called by bu name, 1:tus 
as ever we tend:r our own or the Nations weal, and would pre- 
vent. their ru n&gc and ſhew.our ſelves grateſul.far thegreat and 
Won 
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wonderful things God hath done for us a late, let us all in the 
name and fear of God, ſeriouſly text our ſelves to this great and 
* necefary work of meeting God, as we have heard, which 1s to 
much, not only our preſent duty, but concern, as nothing can 
be more : and the more to excite us to this, let us but conſider 
what a deſcription we have here in the words following, of the 
Infinite Power, Majeſty and Greatne!s of God, which are here 
moſt magnificently, and with the greateſt Nate and tolemnity {<t 
forth. And, 

1. He furmeth the mountains, thoſe great, high and maſſy bo- 
dies ; yea, la. 40. 12, He weigheth the mountains in ſcales, and 
the bills in a ballance 7, 3. e. he moves them, and removes them, 
turns them, and overturns them, as eaſily as we do the {malle(t 
things we weigh in Scales. 

| 2. He createth the wind ; yea, he railes or ſtills that ſtrong 
and boiſterous creature as he pleales. 

;- He declares unto wan what is bis thought, He ſearcheth 
the heart, and tries the reins, 

4+ He makes the morning darkxeſs ;, he cauſes the night to ſuc- 
ceeq the day, or makes the brighteſt morning darkneſs, by co- 
vering the Heavens with Clouds, and drawing them as a Curtain 
or Canopy between us and the light; or in a metaphorical !*nie, 
he turns the light or comfort of the morning into darknets and 
difcon{olatenels; the joy of it into ſadnets ; the mirth of it into 
mourning, by tome ſudden, fad and ditmal provideace; 5 he 

| threatens, cAmos 8, 9, &c. And how many mornings hath 

| the Lord thus made darknels? efpeciaily in the time of tie 

3 Flague, and when that dreadful Fire brake forth in the City ? 
And it & of the Lerds mercies that every morning is aot thus 
made darknets. ; 

5. He treads upon ibe high places of the earth, or treads down-+ 
i, e. the higheſt and ſtrongeſt Caſtles, Towers, and other edifi- * 
ces, &c. or the highck perfons, powers, rules and dominion+ of 
the earth, with all their ſplenour, grandeur and glory; and 
thoſe that wal: in pride , he is able to aba'e;, and mn the thing 
wherein they deul preudly, be abs: e thims, Din. 4 37. x90. 1% 

11. And then, 

6. The Lord the God of hoſts is Is name, all creatures in Hea- 

yen anc! Earth are (as it were) his Armies, and Hoſts under his 
Power, 
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Power, and at his beck and command, as Soldiers under their 
General, to order and diſpoſe as he pleaſes: and therefore there 
being no oppoſing of him, we ſhould ſo meet him, as to repent 
and turn to him, and this God himſelf makes ufe of here as an 
argument thereunto : and fo, Zach. 1. 3, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts, turn ye wnto me, ſaith the Lerdof hoſts, and 1 wil! turn unto 
yeu, faith the Lord of hoſts, Surely there is n:uch in this, as to 
back and enforce this duty, that the Lord makes ule of it thrice 
in one Verſe; and he being indeed ſuch a God as he is here de- 
ſcribed, How able is he, if we do indeed turn unto him, to fave us 
and do us good? but if not, to puniſh and deſtroy us? and therefore 
what remains now, but that we ſet our {clves (though not in our 
own ſtrength }) tro do what this great God here calls us to do, 
©/z. to meet him; and let me add this, that we do what we 
do, 
iſt. Speedily and without further delays; for the matter is of 
too great moment and importance to admit of demurs ; De ne- 
ceſſarits non eſt deliberandum, neceſſary things fall not under de- 
liberation, but call for preſent expedition. To day if ye will bear 
his voice, &c, Heb. 3.7. Gather your ſelves together, O nation 
not deſired,-- Before the decree bring forth, and the day paſs as the 
chaff';, before the fierce anger of the Lord cometh upon you, &c. 
Zeph. 2-1, 2. It was the counſel of Moſes to eAaron, when 
the Lords anger was incenſed againſt that people, Numb. 16, 46, 
47, Take aCenſer ( ſays he) &c. and go quickly unto the con- 
gregation, and make an atonement for them, for there t wrath gone 
out from the Lord, &c. and Aaron, it is faid, ran, &c. for there's 
danger in delays in ſuch caſes: Prev. 27, 1, Boa#t not thy ſelf of 
to morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring forth. And 
had not we need haſten? and have not we cauſe to make ſpeed ? 
our preſent dangers being fo great, and wrath having gone forth 
teveral ways againſt us a-late, as in thoſe exceſſive rains one day 
after another for ſo long together, whereby, not only the ſeed 
already ſown was in danger to be deftroyed, and to rot in the 
earth ; but there was an hindering of what was further to be 
ſown. ltis ſaid, Ezra. 10. 9, That the people there trembled for 
the great rain: And ſurely we had cauſe to do fo, as alſo tor 
the ſtrange ſeaſons, and many and ſudden mortalities which have 
been a-late, &c. In the Hiſtory of the Wars of New England, 
men- 
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+ mention is made there of a ſtout Soldier, that being poſſeſſed 


with a ſtrong conceit that God was againſt them, and that 
by ſeveral {ad evidences, as by their guide being ſlain, the 21 
unſeaſonableneſs of the weather, the little done againſt the 
enemy, and by many prophane Oaths of ſome of their own Sol- 
diers, he was ſo greatly affe&ed therewith, that he thereupon ran 
diſtrated,andwas returned home a lamentable ſpeRacle.But ſcarce 
any thing aflets us or awakens us out of our ſecurity, to haſten to 
meet God ? When Abigail went to meet David being incenſed, it 
is ſaid ſhe made haſte ; and except ( ſays he ) thou hadſt haſted, 
&c. 1 Sam. 25. 18, 34. So Luke 14, 31, 32, it is (aid, that 
he that with ten thouſand, went to meet him that came againſt him 
with twenty, that whiles the other was yet a great way of, he ſent 
an Anbaſſuge, and deſired conditions of peace, &c. Agree with 
thine adverſary quickly whilſt thou art in the way with him, &c. 
when the Battel is once joyn'd, it is too late then to think of a 
treaty, or to call for a parly. Wo xnto wa, ſays the Prophet 
Feremiah, chap. 6. 4, for the day goeth away, and the ſhadows of 
the evening are ſlretched out ;, and therefore, as to what the Lord 
hath here ſpoken, let us ſpeedily hear, and give.ear, and give 
glory to the Lord God, before he cauſe darkneſs, and our feet ſtum- 
le upon the dark mountains ;, and while we look, for light, be turn 
it into the ſhadow of death, and make it groſs darkneſs, Jer. 13. 
15, 16. Lerus ”y one to another, as thoſe, Zach. 8.21, Let ws - 
go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of hoſts : 
1 will goalſo. 
2dly, Jointly, Gather your ſelves together, yea, gather toge- 
ther, &c. Zephan.2. 1- We ſhould unite our forces, and be- 
ſiege, as it were, the. Throne of Grace, and do as thoſe of 
Tire and Sidon when Herod was difpleated with themz they 
went, it is ſaid, with one accord to him, Ats 12. 20, We have 
all heIped to kindle the fire of Divine wrath, and we ſhould all 
joyn here in helping to quench itz and as we have all kad an hand 
in breaking down the hedge and making the gap, fo we ſhould 
all help to make up the hedge again, and /tand in the gap before the 
Lord for the land, that he may not deſtroy it, The whole Land 
ſhould mourn, and it ſhould be general and univerſal humitia- 
tion, reformation and amendment, every one ſhould mend one, 
and who hath not cauſe? We ſhould belpeak one another zs 
thoſe 
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- thoſe do, Lament. 3. 39, 40, 41, Wherefore doth a living man 
Complain, a man for the puniſhment of his fins ? what alive and 
complain? Why it « of the Lords mercies we are xu0t all conſum'd, 
Let us ſearch and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord: Let 
ws lift up our hearts with our hands unto God in the Heavens, and 
that as one man, joyntly : Publick dangers call for publick duty, 
and every one then thould lend an helping hand; and here, the 
more the better, and the likelier to ſpeed. Ir is faid of the N+#- 
nevites , that from the greateſt of them to the leaſt, from the 
Frince to the Peaſant, they all humbled themſelves, and turned 
. from their evil way , which when God ſaw, he repented of the evil 
he had ſaid he would do unto them, and did it not. 1 hus :* is 
ſaid of Zuazh, That they gathered themſelves together. 2 Chron. 
20, 4, 13. Ezra. 10:9, Shall a Trumpet be blown in the City, 
and the people not be afraid? or as it is in the Margent, and 
not run together, Amos 3.6, For isit not every ones concern ? 
and is itnot for the weal of the whole? And this God calls for, 
Foel 1. 14. and 2: 15, 16, Blow the trumpet in Sion, ſanttifie a 
faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly. Gather the people, aſſemble the El- 
ders ,, yea gather the children, and thoſe that ſuck the breaſts, &c, 
This was the more to affet and ſtir up the Parents to repentance, 
thoſe poor Infants being like to ſuffer no ſmall ſhare in that com- 
mon calamity, cauſed by the ſins of the Parents, &c. 
zdly. Very bumbly and ſelf-abaſingly, laying afide thoſe flags 
and enſtgns of our pride and vanity, which many have fo long 
hung out, as it were in defiance of God and his Judgments, both 
thoſe formerly inflited, and at preſent imminent and feared, It 
is very obſervable, that the Lord being angry with that 
7 ſiff-necked people, Exod. 3. 5, he bids them put off their 
ornaments from them, that he might know what to do unto 
them; But does not God know what to do to a people? yeg, 
and what a provoking people deſerves he ſhould do? Yes. Eut 
his diſpleaſure appearing againſt this people, he ſpeaks as unre- 
ſolved what to do, either for {paring or deſtroying, and as wil- 
ling to be determined, as he found their poſture and demeanour 
for to be; ſo that if they perſiſted till in their pride and im- 
penitency, then he would execute his judgments upon them : But 
if they humbled themſelves, then he would ſhew them mercy. 
So that it is as much as if the Lord had ſaid, that I may deter- 
mine 
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"Mine how to diſpoſe of thee, for though 1 have decreed what 


to do with thee, yee thou ſhalt find my dealings with thee ſuta* 
ble to what thou doſt : And this is ſpoken atter the manner of 
men, who-judg by what appears outwardly ; and Go1 ſpeaks, as 
if by this he woutd judg of their repentance, whether it was 
true or feigned, and accordingly deal with them : $9 that accor- 
ding to what people do as to this, they may gueſs and conclude 
how it is like to be with them, and what God will do to them ; 
and if ſo, How (ad is it lire to be with us in this Nation, and 
eſpecially in this City ? for do we put off our ornaments, 4.e. lay 
down-our pride, and [ye in the duſt, &-c? lay aſide the badges and 
enſigns of our vanity ? Surely nothing cls. And this being one 
of the great provoking ins of theſe times, and which, 1 fear, 
God has a great controverſie with us for, give me leave here to 
be a little the freer ;, and ſurely it ever it was a time to he ſo, it is 
now : for notwithſtzading the preſent ſad poſture of affairs calls 
1o much for deep humbling of our fclves, and putting our mouth in 
the duſt, if ſo be there may be hope, Lam. 3. 29, yet was there 
ever more pride, and that every manner of way, in peoples ap* 
parel, gait, hair, habits, in their ranting, fanting, gariſh, im 
modeſt dreſſes and attires, alluring to wantonneſs, and contrary 
to ſobriety, the fear of the Lord, and the profeſſion of godlineſs ? 
And which is the ladder, becaule the preſent times are tuch as call 
ſor quite the contrary; and withal, there being ſo little cauſe 
why any Thould be proud of their Garments, they being but en- 
ſigns and memento's of our ſin, and covers of our ſhame, and oc- 
cafioned by fin ; for had it not been for fin, we had never need- 
ed them : And therefore to be proud of our garments, what is 
it ( as one ſays ) but as if a Felon ſhould be proud of his Chains, 
Or one that has ſores, of his Plaiſter ? Ard therefore as a Priſon- 
er looking on his Irons, thinks on his Theit 5 ſo we looking on 
our Garments,ſhould think on Sin which occaſion'd them: And yet 
how proud, vain and fantaſtick are many therein ? yea, how many 
corre, even into our ſolemn Afﬀemblies, in tluch antick, fantaſtick 
g2rbs, as would better become a Stage than ſuch Aſſemblies? Ic 
was a Fezabel, who when Feb was ſent againſt her, painted ber 
face, and tyred her head. ſet herſelf out in the greateſt bravery 
ſhe could, ſhewing thereby her price, and how light ſhe made 
of what was coming upon her, which ſhould have moved her 
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rather to have rent her clothes, and even to have torn her hiir - 
from her head. Yea how many pride themſelves in their very na- 
kednels, as if they would ſet their fleſh to ſale ? or elſe why do 
they not ſhut up their Shops ? And the Lord forgive it to us Mi- 
niſters, that we have, and do no more reprove this in our Aſ- 
ſemblies, which ſome ſadly reſent. Surely a garbin which a pro- 
voked, incenſed God is to be met, is not a garb of gayneſs and 
gawdery, but humility and ſobriety, efpecially in fuch a day as 
this, wherein God calls for weeping and mourning, &c. Ifa. 22. 13, EE4 
14+ But how fad isit, and how ill does it portend, that after , 
10 many and fo fore and heavy judgments, both already inflited, 
as Sword, Plague, Fire, and other, and notwithſtanding thoſe 
that are at preſent impendent ; yet our badges and enfigns of 
pride and vanity ſhould rather increaſe, as if fome for pride and 
wantonneſs knew not what to wear, nor how to dreſs or faſhion 
themſelves; and as if they refolved not to be humbled, though 
God- is humbling us; nor be brought to be lowly, though God 
is laying us low? But woe be to thoſe that will not be afflicted, | 
when God afflits them; nor humble themſelves, when God | 
humbles them ; but when he caſts them down, till lift up their 
heads in pride. Solomon ſays, Prov. 16.18, Pride goeth before 
deſtruttion, and an haughty ſpirit before a fall: And if ſo, how 
near may we fear, is our deſtruction and fall? A complaint there | 
is-indeed; that Trading is low, and many mens Eſtates are low, . 
and yet many carry it as high, yea higher than ever, yea it is 
come to that paſs, that even many vrofeffors themſelves think it 
now little or no fault to be as vain and fantaſtick, and gariſh in 
their habits as others, and to follow every vain, fooliſh, upſtart 
faſhion 3 and ſome fins are grown fo in faſhion, that it is become 
a queſtion now among ſome, whether they be fins or no: And 
ſhall not God viſit for theſe things ! when the ſons of God, Gen.6.2. 
i.e. by prof. ſion came once to degenerate and to be as others, 
then {ays the Lord, My ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man, &c. 
And Drvt. 32. 29, When the Lord ſaw it, he abhorred t'em, be- 
cauſe of the provezing of his ſons and _— &c. And may 
we not tear, that ſeeing we will not yet humble our ſelves. that 
God will yet lay us lower than ever? c mans pride, faith Sole- 
mon, ſhall bring bim low, Prov. 29, 23, And it has Cone vs al- 
ready, The Lerd rememyer us in our low eft ate. But if we be not 
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humbled, it will bring us lower: Let theſe and the like places 
be ſeriouſly weighed and conſidered, 1/a. 3. 16, to the end, 
Zeph. 1 8, Rom. 12 2. 1 Tim. 2.9, 10, 1Pet, x, 3,4, — Pride 
is in a- ſpecial manner one of thoſe ſeven things which the Lord 
hates, and which are an abomination to him, Prov, 6. 16,17. And 
the Lord coming forth as an enemy in a way of judgment, he 
does ( of all forts of ſinners) in a ſpecial manner reſi, or ſet 
himſelf in battle array againſt ſuch, 1 Per, 5. F,——— 

4thly. Thoxgh very humbly and ſelf-abaſingly, yet bring penitent 
not deſparingly;, for as Shecaniah aid to Ezra, chap. 10 2, We 
bave treſpaſſed again#t our God, &c. and yet there & hope sn Iſ- 
rael as concerning this thirg. And as the King of Nineveh laid, 
Jonah 3.9, Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn 
= from bis fierce anger, th;at we periſh not, Yea, it is faid, 


.wverſ. 10, And God ſaw their works, that they turned from their 


evil way, and God repentcd of the evil he ſaid he would do unto 
them, and he did it ror, They are indeed deſponding times, but 
they ſhould not to the peop!: of God be deſpairing times; we 
ſhould indeed be affeRed, and inwardly afflited with the fins 
and miſeries of the times, but not quite dejefted ; there cannot 
indeed, conſidering our preſent fad condition, but be workings 
of fear, but there ſhould be alſo workings of faith and hope. 
Let Iſrael bope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, and 
with him is plenteous redemption, &ce Pſal. 130. 7,8. Onr treſ- 
paſſes are, indeed, grown up to the heavens, Ezra. 6.10, But 
Gods mercies are great above the heavens, Plal. 108. 4. And 
he can abundantly pardon, multiply to pardon. We indced as 
Daniel acknowledged, Chap. 9 5, 6, &c. have ſinned, and have 
committed iniquity, and done wickedly, and have rebelled, by de- 
parting from Gods precepts and judoments, Neither have we heark- 
ened to his ſervants the Prophets which ſpake in hu name, to our 
K ings, and to our Princes, and our fathers, and all! the people of 
the Land. And therefore to u4 belongs nothing but (ſhame and cox- 
fuſion of face : But yet to the Lord our God belong mercies, par- 
dons and forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt him. And 
therefore though there be ſighings, let there not be heart ſiak- 
ings, &c. And beſides, Gods fo wonderful appearances for us 
a-late, as they ſhew God is yet zmorg us, and hath not quite 
leitusz ſo they may help to ſtrengthen our faith, as 2 Cor.1.10, 
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Who delivered 14 from ſo great a death and doth deliver; in 

whom we truſt be will yet deliver ua, SC. 
gthly and Laſtly, Let me only add this further, that we be 
ſure we ſo do what we do, as that we truly and really turn to 
God, and reform, and thorowly amend our ways and our do- 
ings: For hcre, as I ſaid before, I fear we ſtick and come ſhort, 
and therefore let us eſpecially fee to this, that we, at leaſt who 
profeſs to be the people of God, and are called by his name, not 
only humble our ſelves, and pray, and ſeek, bis face, but turn 
from our evil ways, and then will he indeed hear from heaven, 
and forgive our fore and. beal our land, 2 Chron. 7. 14. And 
this is that eſpecially we ſhould make our prayers for, that we 
might turn from eur iniquities;, the want whereof the Prophet 
Daniel bewails, Dan. 9.13. This I did indeed prels.and urge 
before, and. do ſo again, as the main, and as that, | with- 
out which, whatever we do, we are but an undone people, 
for God will not be put off with complements; If thou wilt re- 
turn, O Iſrael, ſays the Lord ( as thou pretendeli at leaſt todo) 
return, do it indeed and to purpoſe, Fer.4- 1. And therefore, 
Men, Brethren and Fathers, and all, both high and low, rich 
and poor, great and mean, young and old, let me befeech you 
all, tor Gods ſake, Chriſts fake, your own and yours ſake, for 
the Land of your nativities ſake, for the Church and Nations 
ſake, yea, for the Goſpels ſake, our Religions ſake, that ſhould 
be dearer to us than our lives, and which are now in ſuch extream 
hazard and danger, by reaſon of the helliſh Plots of Popiſh ene- 
mies both at home and abroad : yea,. for the fake of what ever 
is near or dear to you, as you have any reſpe& for theſe, or any 
of theſe, or all of theſe, looking up to God and imploring his 
help, ſet about, and do ſomething as to this great work of re- 
forming and amending your ways, as to your ſelves, your famis» 
lies, &c, For reformation muſt be, or at laſt defolation will 
be, if the Scriptures be true 3 therefore, thzs, this, this, let us 
all ſpeedily and ſtrenuouſly ſet our ſelves unto, to reform, to re- 
form, to reform, elle what can we expe, but God, will over- 
turn, overturn, overturn? Fzek. 21.27, And let me tell you, 
that any thing, as to this would give us fairer hopes of being yet 
ſaved, than wh.tever «lie may occurr; this W:/dom is better 
than weapens of war, but one ſinner deſtroys. much good, Eccleſ.9.18. 
\We 
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We are ready to complain of the times, but whiles we negle& 
this, we ourſelves are the miſery of them, and the times are every 
day the worſe for us, and will be fo ſtill unleſs we grow better. 
It ts reported in the French Hiſtory, that an old Counſellour 
being to leave the Court, and the King deſiring his advice in y 
the government of the Kingdom, he (as is faid ) rook a fair 
Paper, and wrote upon the top of the Leaf, Moderation, and in 
the middle Aoderation, and at: the bottom Moderation; and was 
I now to leave the world, and was asked, as to the ſaving of the 
Nation, what would be the moſt effeual wav, I would write on 
the top of the Leaf Reformation, in the middle Reformation, and 
at the bottom Reformation, Reformation, Reformation, Re- 
formation, this, this is that, on the doing or neglefing of which 
does depend our weal, or our woe ; our being ſaved or deſtroyed; 
Eztk..33- 11, Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways 5, for why will 
Yoages O houſe of Iſrael ? Whiles finners refule to turn from their 
evil ways, they ſay, in effe&, they will dye, they will periſh; 
for they refuſe the means whereby they ſhould live, and how 
then ſhould they but dye? And remember, nothing leſs than this 
will do, and no leſs does God expett and require, I mean, than 
a true repentance, and a thorow, fincere, tound converſion and 
reformation. It was worthily obſerved by a Reverend Di- 
vine of New England, in his Hiſtory of the Wars that were *2 
lately there, That the War there firſt began, and the Sword 
was firſt drawn upon a day of humiliation, and that much of the 
{ad news in the progreſs of thoſe Wars, came at the cloſe of ſuch 
days; theLord (ſays he) declaring thereby from Heaven, that 
he expeRs ſomething elfe from his people on ſuch days beſides Faſt- 
ing and Prayer and that Prayer without Reformation will not 
do: Andit 1s obſerved allo by the'ſame, that upon their renew- 
ing their Covenant with God to reform the evils among them, 
and to endeavour for the future to walk more according to the 
Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus, that the courage and ſpirit of the 
Indians was much taken off, and they had great ſucceſs againſt 
them. 1sit, ſays God, ſach a faſt that I have choſen,- a day for 
4 man to affiitt bus ſoul ? Is it to bow down his head as a bull-ruſh, 
&c ? or, 15 it not rather, #0 looſe the bands of wic:edneſs, to undo 
the heavy burthens , and to lit the oppreſſed go free, and that ye 
preak, every yoak, &c, Iſa. 58. 5, 6, 7, 4. e- that ye reform and 
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thorowly amend your ways. And therefore had I the oppor- 
unity to {peak to all England at once, this, this is that 1 would 
ſay to all, and every one, as the only foveraign way of all our 
weal, what that famous Martyr Mr. Bradford (aid at the 

* Stake, holding up his hands, and caſting up his eyes to 
Heaven, O England, England, R epent thee of thy ſins, Re- 

pent thee of thy ſins, &c. Reform, Amend your Ways and your 
doings ;, for this 1s the way, and the only foveraign way to have 
England ſaved, yea to have all ſaved, Church ſaved, State ſaved, 
King and Kingdom faved, City ſaved, Country, Towns, Fami- 
lies, Perſons, our ſelves, ours, others, yea to have our Goſpel, 
our Religion ſaved, which ſhould be dearer to us than all elſe. 
It is to renew our Covenant with God, in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
to reform what is amiſs, to repent and unfeignedly to turn from 
our evil ways unto him, and to hold thereto, And when God 
{peaks concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, 
and pull down and deftroy, this will yet faveitz, whenas if God 
ſpeaks of building and planting it, want of this will deftroy it : 
See, Jer. 18.7;8, 9, 10, without this a Nation cannot be ſaved, 
not in mercy, not but fo as afterwards to be deſtroyed ; but 
this will ſave a Nation when its preſent caſe and condition ſeems 
even deſperate. Nineveh, that great City, was within Forty 
days to have been deſtroyed; But God ſering-their works, that 
they turned from their evil way, he repented of the evil that he bad 
ſaid he wonld ds nnto them , and he did it not, Jonah ;. 1, 10, 
And although the Children of 1/rael, forſaking the Lord, and 
ſerving other gods, the Lord tells them, that he would deliver 
them no more, but bids them go and cry nnto the gods that they 
had choſen, &c. yet they putting away the ſtrange gods from 
among them, and ſerving the Lora, bu ſoul was grieved for their 
miſery, Tudg. 10. 13, 14, 15, 16. And what an ill cate do we 
find //rael to be in? 2 Chron. 15. 3, it is ſaid, that for a long 
ſeaſon they had been without the true God, and without a teaching 
Prieſt, and without a Law : And yet ver. 4, When they in their 
rrouble did turn nnto the Lord, and ſought him, be was found of 
them, And hence the Church and People of God being under 
great miſeries and calamities, pray for this thrice in one Pſalm, 
as the only ſoveraign way of their being ſaved, Pſal.'80, z 19, 
and 19, Turn us again;&C Turn us again, GC. Turn again,&c. 
as 
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as if they could never pray it enough ; and thoſe repetitions are 


not to be looked upon as vain tautologies, but as they denoted 
the great fervency of their Prayer, {o the great importance- of 
that they prayed for : and that the want thereof, as to their be- 
ing ſaved, could not be diſpenſed with. And here | might fur- 
ther urge, not only the abſolute and indiſpenſable neceſſity there- 
of, but its equity, excellency and utility, as alſo ſome means and 
helps thereto; but the brevity which I here defign'd will not ad- 
mit thereof: And beſides, this I have at large done, now ſome 
years ſince, in a Treatiſe for the nonce, tiled, Englands ſole and 
ſovereign way of being ſaved : eſpecially from page 77. and ſo on, 
to. which I refer the Reader. But ſuch like Treatiſes, I fear, lye 
by the walls and are little minded or regarded ; however, therein 
I did, according to my ability, offer what I could as to the Na» 
tions weal, and do ſo here again, this being that indeed which af 
at preſent call, yea-cry for ; The voice of the Lord, in his Word, 


. cries for this avto tbe City, Mica, 6. 9, yea and Country too, 


Zach 1.4, Be ye not 4s. your fathers, unto whom the former Pro- 
phets have eryed, &c. The voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, &c. 
And verily repentance and turning to God is of that importance, 
yea of that abſolute and indiſpenlable neceſſity both to perſons 
and nations, as:to their. weal, that there is infinite reaſon why 
Miniſters here ſhould not only call, but cry, yea cry aloud, and 
lift up their. woice like @ trumpet, Prov. 1. 20, Wiſdem cryeth, &c. 
5. e. Jeſus Chriſt the efſential wiſdom of the Father, the Hebrew 
word notes a ſtrong cry, fuch as of Soldiers in the beginning of a 
Battel, or after a Victory : And what doth Wiidom cry? v. 23, 
Turn you at my reproof, i.e, Repent and amend your lives ; but 
we cannot turn of our ſelves ; the anſwer is ready, Behold, 1 will 
por out my ſpirit unto youy and that ſhall enable you, if you do 
but apply your ſelves to it, and do but obſerve how fad the refu- 
ling to hearken is 3 v. 24, Becanſe I bave called, and ye refuſed, 
I have ſtretched ont my hand and no man regarded : 25, But you 
bave ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of my reproof : 
v. 26, 1 alſo will langh at your calamity. I will mock, when your 
fear cometh, &c.. A dreadiul expreffion ! the ſinner hath never 


more cauſe to weep than when God laughs, and his laughter-is - 


worle- than his anger 5 not to help one in miſery is fad, but to 
lagh at him. in his miſery is much faddex : OL the horrid —_ 
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of wilſul impenitency,which makes that God who delights 5n merey, 
to laugh at the creatures miſery 3 and therefore let us not dare to 
refuſe any longer to hearken to the Lords Voice crying to us: yea, 
do not all call and cry for this as the main thing conducing to 
their weal ? Church calls and cries for this, Kingdom, City, 
Country, our Towns, Families, Perſons, Bodies, Souls, Eſtates, 
Liberties, Lives, Rclations, little ones, yea, the Goſpel, our Reli- 
gion and all that isnear and dear to us3 Yea, and all Gods deal- 
ings and diſpenlations, mercies, judgments, {miles, frowns, words, 
works, the ſinfulnels of the times,and the ficklineſs of the times, the 
ſword, plague, and fire formerly, and the many ſudden mortalities 
and other judgments ſince; our preſent dangers and deliverances : 
What do all call and cry for ? What is their language? Surely 
this, That we repent and turn to God. This is their voice tothe 
City, to the Country, to all forts, high andlow, rich and poor, 
great and mean, to all, from him that ſit-upon the chrone, to him 
that fits upon the dunghil, all call and cry for this, *snd ſhall we - 
Not hearken to ſo many loud calls and cries? how then ſhould God 
-hearken to us? 

And now to conclude, were we but once after all-brought to 
this, and did we but at length get into this way thus to meet God, 
as you have heard, O! how comfortably and graciouſly might 
-we expedt that the Lord would then meet-us, even as Eſa met 
Facob, Gen. ; 4. 4 David, Abigail, 1 Sami 25. 35. the father, the 
.prodigal, Luke 15. 20, &c- Surely he would meet us then, f6 as-to 
be reconciled to us, and at peace with us z meet us with loving- 
kindneſs and tender-mercies, with grace, and the ſhinings of - his 
face, and pardon, and peace, with his ſpecial-blefling, and choiceſt 

bleſſings, and then glory ſhowld dwell in our Land, and mercy and 
truth meet together, and righteouſneſs and peace kiſs each other ; and 
then this City,the City of our ſolemnities,ſhould recover its priſtine 
grandeur and glory, and become famous and renowned, a City 
ſought ont, and not forſaken : And as iniquity has been its reproach, 
and brought it low; fo righteouſneſs ſhould again exalt it, and be 
its praiſe, And then maugre all the malice of Hell and Rowe, all the 
power and policy of Satan and his wicked inſtruments, mercy and 
truth ſhould be built up init for ever, and as is ſaid of that City, 
Ezck-48. 35 From that day,the name thereof(as that wherein its chief 
happineſs and good does conlift) ſhould be, Febovab Shammabh, the 
Lord ts there. Amen and Amen. Poſtſcript. 
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| Polticript. 


' tTUHE Reader is deſired to take notice, that theſe Papers wete 
= deſign'd to have been publiſhed now ſome time fince, when, 
it being before thoſe great and wonderful appearances of God 
for us a-late, i the way of his -mercies, they might have ſeemed 
more ſeaſonable; infomuch that that ſeaſon of publiſhing of 
them then being loſt,| had thought wholly to'have way'd the pub- 
liſhing of them but conſidering with -my ſelf, how: great our 
dangers yet are, and that although the clouds ſeemed ſomewhat 
a-late to be diſperſed, they are yet gathering thick again ; as 
alſo that the wonderful things which God-has done a-late, do 
not weaken, but rather ſtrengthen our obligation to the-main 
duty we are here eſpecially called unto, viz. That we repent, 
and reform , and turn to God, and amend our ways and our 
doings, I did at laſt yield to what I had” formerly reſolved, 
though the ſormer ſeaſon was let flip. - God hath been indeed 
a-long while 7 the way of bis judgments, and thoſe ſhould have 
learned us righteoulnefs., but when «eminent mercies ſhall be 
added to judgments, and ſuch favour ſhewn, and ſuch wonder- 
ful ſalvations and deliverances- vouchſafed as have been a-late, 
if yet we ſhould not learn righteouſneſs, nor repent and turn 
to God, and reform our ways, O! what hardneſs, and what 
impenitency will it argue! Ir is made the badg of the wicked, 
Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will be not learn righ- 
cgeouſneſs, &c. Wa 25. 10. neither frowns nor favour gain upon 
him; ſo that the wondrous things God hath done a-late, do 
not at all take off, but rather the more enforce and obli:e to 
the preſent duty: for now comes in that of Samuel, 1 San. 
12. 24, 25, For conſider how great things "the Lerth hath done 
for you; but if ye ſhall flill do wickedly , ye ſhall be conſumed 
both- ye and your king. And now it is, Turn ye to the Lord 
with all your heart, &c. for the Lord s gracious and merciful, 

and 
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and of great kindneſs, &c, Joel 2.12, 13. Thou ba#t( ſays David) 
Plal-116, 8, delivered my ſoul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet from falling: And what then? v. 9, [ will walk, 
before the Lord in the land of the living, And Pfal. 26.3, T' 
keving kindneſs is before mine eyes, aud 1 baw walkgd in thy 
ruth. Wh.n the Pſalmiſt had told gver that large ſtory in 
P/al. 105, of Geds gracious dealings all a-long with his peo- 
ple , he adds that at laſt, as the end of all, v. 45, That they 
might obſerve bis ſtatutes, and keep his laws; priſe ye the Lorg, 
and that is indeed really to praiſe him. We have great cauſe 
to ſay, indeed, as the Chureh of old, P/al. 126. 3, The Lord: 
hath dene- great things for uw , whereof wa are glad, and for 
which we. can never ſufficiently praiſe him, his gloriaue neve, 
in what he hath done, being exalted above al bleffng and pras/e;; - 
and we may. well alſo with all thankflnels profes, and fay 
as the Church elſewhere, If it had notrteen the Lord who was 
0x-0ur- ſide when men refe up againſt ws, then they bad ſmallowed- 
ud np quick, when their. wrath was. kindled againfi1a, then the 
Waters bgd evermbelned wi; the ſtreams bad. gone over our ſoul. 
Then the. proud waters had: gave over our foul. But bleſſed be- 
the Lord whe hath net given ms 41a preyto their teeth; our ſoul 
is, as yet, eſcaped 41 a bird, ewt of: the ſnare of the fowlers ;, the 
ſnare , at preſent , has. been broken, and we are eſcaped, Plal.. 
1244.24. 3y &c. and therefare unto God let ws give- thanks, unto 
God let us give thanks, for thats his name, 5. e. That he him- 
ſelf is yet near, and that he has not yet forſaken us, hi wow- 
drous works alate declare; Plal. 75. 1. And oh may he for ever 
fill abide with us, for wo to ws if he depart from w. And fo 
great calc, and ſych awple: cecafion has God given us of praiſe 
a:late, that we had- need here call to the Angels for help, 
that are mighty in ſtrength : Bleſs the Lord; ye his: Angels that 
excel in firength, Pfal. 103.: 20. and that great veice ſhall be 
heard in heaven, 1.4. in the Church, Hallelujab, and. again 
Halelujab,ſalvation,and glory and tinour, aud power,unto the Lord 
2ur God, Ne. Rev: 19. 1. and we ſhouldſivg of hi power, yea, 
{1g alouds of bis mercy, who. has ſill been onr defence, and 
> -vaole mercy endures for ever. Our enemies ceale not te Plot, 
; ind God as yet ceales not to-difcaver. and Cefeat” their-Plots : > 
69 20 £ODtiOUC 12. CONtTLVE: miichicf,. and God to —_ 
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Why boaſteſt thou thy ſelf in miſchief, O mighty man, the gved- 
neſs of God endureth continually, Plal. 52. 1, and ſhall continue 
ſtill, when thou and thy miſchiefs are come to an end. And 
let us therefore praile the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 
wonderful works, Plal. 107. 8. for thou Lord haſt made us glad 
.through thy work, and we will triumph in the works of thy hands, 
'O Lord how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very 

deep, Plal. 92. 4,'5- Thou haſt given meat to thy people, 
and that even out of the eater ; and out of thc ſtrong haſt 32 

cauſed to come ſweetneſs, yea, from Hell it fcif, I mean 
the inſtruments of Hell, though not deſignedly haſt thou 
brought help to Heaven, I mean, thy Church and People, and 
haſt cauſed the wrath of man to praiſe thee, and the remainder 
of their wrath may the Lord a Pſal. 76. 10, And con- 
trary to what they intended, Thou haſt 45/appointed the devi- 
res of the crafty, ſo that their hands could not perform their en- 
terpriſe; thou haſt taken the wiſe in their own craftineſs, and 
their counſels have been carried beadlong, Job 5. 13, 14 Thox 
-baſ# diſcovered deep things out of darkneſs, and brought tolight 
"the ſhadow of death, Job 12. 22. They ſought deep to hide their 
'connſels, and their works were in the dark; they turn'd things 
wpſide down, Iſa. 29-15, 16, But there 4s no wiſdom, nor under- 
anding, nor counſel againſt the Lord , Prov. 21. 30. No in- 
chantment againſt Facob, nor divination againſt Iſrael ; according 
to this time 1t ſhall be faid, and O that withall thankfulneſs ir 
might for ever be ſaid, as concerning the Church and Peopte 
of God in England, what hath God wrought, Numb. 23. 2;- 
Even that which, conſidering our great {iafulneſs and unwor- 
thineſs, might even amaze us! that when ſo deſervedly it might 
have been deſtruRion, it ſhould ſo often be ſalvation z and that 
God ſhould fuffer our enemies to be ſo ſtrangely infatuzted, 
as to attempt ſach horrid unheard of villanies, not to be par- 
relleld by any except themſelves; and that then when they had 
even perte&ted the ſame, he ſhould fo graciuſly by dete& and de- 
feat them. This ss the Lords doing, and let it for ever be mar- 
wvellous mm our eyes, yea, and written for the generatinns to come, 
for he hath made his wosderful works to be remembred: The 
Lord is gracious and full of compaſſion, Plal. 111. 4. Our ene- 
mics travelled with iniquity, and conceived miſchief, but brought 
D 2 | ferth 
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forth falſhaad 1, They made a pit, ard digged it, but hitherto 
are f.\len into it themſelves, rheir miſchicfs are returned upon 
their own heads, and their violent dea'ings upon their own pates, 
and in the net, which they themſelycs Lud, is their own foot taken, 
P:ul. 7. 14, 15 &c. And thus #s the. L:rd known by the judz- 
ments w'ich he executes.;, the wicked is ſnared in the work of 
his own hands. Higgnion, S:lah. [-fal. 9g. 15,,16. Res ſumme 
meditanda, Fun..a thing much to be weighed and conſid. red. 
And now what does all this call for at our hands, as the very 
exd and upſhot. thereof, but what [ have beea preſſing? wiz. 
That we repent, and turn to God, reform and- amend our ways 
and our doings, and fo really praiſe, and give glory to God 
that there be now not only thanks givings, but thanks livings, 
praiſes and anſwerable. prattifes, Hallelujahs, and holy lives, 
the Song of Moſes and the Lamb, ſaying, great and marvellous 
are thy works Lord God Almighty, juſt ana true. are thy ways, 
thou king of ſaints, &c. Rev. 15. 3. and a converſation fuited 
to Gods Laws, a living to righteoulneſs, 1 will ſing, ſays David, 
of judgment and mercy wnto thee, O Lord, will I ſing, Pl. 191.1, 
of: mercy ſhewed unto me, and of judgment , or righteouſneſs 
ſhewed in puniſhing mine. enemies, and fo ſhould we z but this 
is not all, but v.2. &c. I will, ſays he, behave my (ſelf wiſt- 
ly in.a perfett way : 1 will walk, within my, houſe with a perfett 
eart,. I will ſet no wicked thing before mine. eyes, &c. In a 
word, this is the very end and deſign of all the riches of Gods 
goodneſs , and forbearance , and long-ſuffering towards us , that 
we be led thereby to repentance, elle whatever we may pre- 
tend, 'we ſhall be found no other, than ſuch as deſpiſe the ſame. 
And through the hardneſs and impenitency of 'our hearts, we 
ſhall treaſure up to our ſelves wrath againſt tbe day of wrath, 
and Revelation of the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 2.4, 5. 
Ta be as fire-brards plucked out .of the burning, to be ſo won- 
derfully ſaved and delivered out of eminent dangers 'and de- 
ſtrutians , as we. have ſeveral times been a-late, and to have 
our lives, liberties, religion, and all that .is dear” to us given 
us. for a prey, and yet not to return to the Lord, this it will 
be an. heavy aggravation of our not returning: and how ill 
will thch deliverances than be” beſtowed on us? "and this will 
bug. make way for our bcing yet+deſtroyed, after God _ 
ave 
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favedus,as it is faid of thoſe, Jud.5, how that the I ord having ſaved 
them out of the Land of Egypt, afterward deſtroyed-them that 
believed not.. The Lord to top us in gur cours of fin, hath a 
long while been hedging up our way with thorns, &&c, but now 
a-late, he hath bcen ſtriving to-drawy, us off from our way with 
cords of 4 man, and with bands of love,&c, Hol. 2. 6. and 11.4- 
And. he would conquer us to himfclf with kindneſs, and over- 
come- us with goadaefs, and ſhall he not yet prevail ? but 
ſhall we yet go on to deſtroy our ſelves, atrer he hath thus 
wonderfully ſaved us, and fay in effe&t, we are delivered, yet 
to.do ſuch and ſuch abominations ? God forbid : ſhould we thus 
requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe? and is this our 
kindneſs to our friend? Has not the Lord taken occaſion from 
the greatneſs of our ſinfulneſs, ſo much the more to magniftig 
the riches of his free grace and goodneſs? aud again and 
again faved us, when we-{o much deſerved rather he ſhould 
have deſtroyed us, and all to reduce us and reclaim us, and 
ſhall we not yet be reclaimed ? ſhall neither judgments noy 
mercies work upon us? but ſhall we till fay in effe&, as ſome 
times thoſe refraCory ſelf-deſtroying Fes, Jer. 18.12, And they 
ſaid there is no hope, but we will walk. after our own devices, and wd 
will every one do the immagination of his evil heart, &c, Will we? 
Then we muſt take what tollows. 


I ſhall conclude with that of Ezra. 9. 1, 14, only with ſomg 
lintle variation; And after all that is come uporrus for our evil deeds, 
and for our great treſpaſſes, which is indeed grown up unto the hea« 
vens, ſeeing that thou our God, as to all that hath as yer befallen us, 
haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities do deſerve, and haſt ac- 
cording to that mercy of thine which is great above the hea- 
vans, given ws not only one, but ſeveral dehiverances a-late, 
ſhould we-ſtzll go on to | he; thy commandments ,. and perſiſt in 
our fins, without remorſe and furning to thee, and joyn 
affinity with the- people of thoſe abominations ? wouldſk thou net 
then be angry with us , till thou hadft conſumed w, ſo that there 
ſhould be no remnant , nor eſcaping? Eut rather we hefeech 
thee, O Lord God, the hope of Iſrael, the ſaviour thereof in the 
time*of tronble', do thou now yet at laſt, aſter all, for tity 
names fake , tarn us from our iniquities, and turn us again to 
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thy ſelf , and canſe thy face to ſhine, that ſo at we remain yet 
eſcaped, 4s it us this day, notwithſtanding our great trefpaſſes, 
and the many helliſh deſigns and conſpiracies of our enemies 
for to deſtroy usz ſo we may till continue before thee, and 
thou maiſt till continue with us, and both bleſs us and ſave 
us indeed. c-Lmen, and Amen, 
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Hereas in the Preface above 330 Houſes are faid to be Burnt at Y 
in vew-Pugland, &c. according to what res were formerly; 
by a Letter from a Merchant there, latehroome, they areſaid to be but 
about 200 Houſes and Store-houſts ; but rhat withal the fire was ſo vie- 
leat, that they could not ſave their Govds, and that an Hundred aud 
fifty rhouſand pound will not repair the loſs: and that ic was doge by 
treachery, Gc, 
Preface, page 2, line 30, for know, read now. p. 6. 1. 31. for wrath, 
read wroth, p. 10. 1. 16, For your and doings, reag and jour daings. 
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SHACARE AGGS 
DEF FEEDER DE OE BEES 
j 


Cannot but much rejoice, and deſire to .bles God, 
| (ay a token yet for good tothis City) that the Lord 
hath been ptcafed to pur it into the heart of the chief 
Magiſtrate thereof, The Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, fo to expreſs himſelf, as his Lordſoip hath, by 
an Order of his publiſhed a-late, as to the great con- 
cern and weal of this City ; viz. That the only way to- 
prevent Gods future judgments, and thoſe miſeries and 
greater miſchiefs which ſeem ſti]! to threaten this City, 
I3 4 —— timely repentance and reformation, and 
ſo ia this, in with the great defign of the forego- 
ing Treatiſe; and that his Lordſhip is pleaſed to pray 
and' perfwade all and every of the Inhabitants of this 
City, to reform in themſelves and families, all fins and 
enormities they know themſelves to be guilty of: So 
that now not only the voice of the great Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, calls and cries to the City to repent and 
reform, and the voice of his Miniſters, but the voice of 
the chief Magiſtrate of the City ; and I wiſh all may at 
length fo far prevail, as to bring us to that, which is 
not only the moſt effe&aal means yet left to prevent 
this Cities ruine, but to raiſe and recover it again to its 
priſtine glory and renown: And becauſe what is con+ 
tained in the Order 1s ſo ſeaſunable and ſoveraign, that 
t may be the better known and. taken notice of, and 
prove the more exemplary aud effe&ual, give me 
leave to infert fomewhat thereof, referring the Reader, . 
for the reſt; tothe Order it felt. - 


GCuild- 


Guild-Hall, Novetnb: 29, 7g. 


HE Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, having 
| taken: into bis ſeriows confideration, the-many and 
dread;ul afflitions which this City hath-of late ſuffered, 
by a raging Plague,,a moſt unheard-of devouring Fire, 
and otherwiſe, and juſtly fearing the ſame have been oc- 
caſioned by the many heinous crying ſins and provocations 
of the Divine Majeſty; and his Lordſhip conſedering alſo, 
the preſent dangers of greater miſchiefs and.miſery,wkich 
ſeem ſtill to threaten this City, if the, execution of the 
righteows judgment of God Almighty be not prevented by 
an univerſal timely repentance. and reformation, He 
hath therefore thoug#t it one duty of his Office, being in- 
truſted to take all poſſible care for the good, government, 
peace, and welfare of this City; firſt, to pray and per- 
ſwade all and every of the Inhabitants, to. reform in 
themſelves and familics all fins and enormities whereof 
they know themſelves to be guilty; ad if neither the 
fear of the great God, nor of his impending judgments, 
ſhall prevail upon them, he ſball be obliged to let them 
hnow as he is their chief Magiſtrate, he ought not to 
bear the Sword in vain, ard therefore reſolves by Gods 
Grace, to tale the aſſiſtance of his brethren the Alder- 
men, \ard-to require the aid of all the Officers of this 
City in their ſeveral places, to puniſh and ſujpreſs, ac- 
cording to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the City, thoſe ſcan- 
dalows and provoking fins, which have a late increafed, 
and abounded amongſt #5, even without ſhame, to the 
diſhonour of Chriſttanity, and ſcandal of the govern- 
rent of this City, heretofore ſo famous over the world 
for its piety, ſobricty and good order, Kc. 


F INIS, 
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